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CLASSICAL ARABIC . THE WRITING SYSTEM 


0. Arabic is customarily written and printed in a special alphabet of its 
own, called the Arabic alphabet, consisting of 28 LETTERS and a number of 
SIGNS. Some of the salient features of this abphabet are as follows: 


1. Arabic is written and printed from right to left. 

2. Normally only the consonants and the long vowels are indicated. 

3. There are no capital letters. 

lh. The manner of writing is cursive and most of the letters are 
connected to preceding and following letters within the same word. 

5, Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending 
on whether they are connected to preceding and/or following letters 
or not. 

6. Some, letters are identical in basic form and are distinguished from 
one another by small dots. 

7. The system of writing described here is the handwriting commonly 
used in the Syrian area. In other parts of the Arab world, and in 
Iran, the handwriting styles vary from slightly to considerably 
different. Printing types also vary, some being quite complex 
and ornate. 


1. The alphabet 

The following list shows the letters of the Arabic alphabet in the shape 
they have when they stand alone, that is, not connected to a preceding or 
following letter. This is the order of the alphabet adopted by most 
dictionaries. The signs will be discussed later. 


Usual sound value Arabic name Arabic letter 


?, aa ^if | 
b báa? Cd 
t táa? Ss or Ld 


Usual sound value 


Arabic name 


fåa? 


qáaf 


kk 


Arabic Letter 
C 


P 7 


Usual sound value Arabic name Arabic Letter 


k káaf le) 
1 láam d 
" min r 
n núun Ü 
h háa? o o ð 
w , uu Wáaw E 
y yéa? CD æ C2 


The following shows the Arabic letters in their alphabetical order and 
written from right to left. Note the placing of the letters relative to 
the line of writing. 


e - a«s oe o pa o. t on 


2. The following 6 letters are NON-CONNECTORS. They do not form a cursive 
linking to a following letter, though they do connect to a preceding letter 
other than another non-connector. 


| ?£lif is characteristically a vertical stroke 

M dáal 

6áal is exactly like dáal, but with one dot above it. 
ráa? 

záay is exactly like ráa?, but with one dot above it 


L L.L L 


whaw 


h 
3. Short vowels 


dárasa 5% M £ 
wärada 3 J 5 
wázara 2 E > 
wáraða PT A > 


All the above words show the sign 7 
sign indicates that each consonant is followed by the vowel a. 


r Po 

wüzina 2 23 
” 2 

whzira A ZJ >] 
< " 

rüziga e 2 A 
r 2 

würida 2922 


dáraka 


rázaqa 


wáda?a 


wázana 


wóriða 


wädifa 


dárika 


dárisa 


Ð 
t 
Ë 


(223 


Ly 
Un 


E 


fátgah above each consonant letter. 


€ 
Ly 
L í 


This 


All the above words show the sign ? dámmah above the first consonant letter. 
This sígn indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel u. 

All these words also show the sign _ käsrah below the second consonant 
letter. This sign indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel i. 


lh. Long vewels 


záala Jiu 
z&ara 2l 
- 17 
záada A 2 
. te 
däana Q*3 


báaqa 


Bäata 


réaja 


réafa 


skaða el 
Pe dk 
ds CE 
ráaqa G J 


wáan a 


Báaba 


ráama 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign ~ fätnah immediately 
followed by an | ?álif. This sequence indicates that the consonant is 


followed by the long vowel aa. 


rüunu C52 
> : 
züuru A D 
2 3 
duru Ð JI > 
dáuju C 2 A 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign i 
followed by a 9 wáaw. This sequence indicates that 


is followed by the long vowel uu. 


wáadii S$ als 


dáumu 


dfuna 


riuu 


ðii 


züurii 


dáurii 


Lv L-v 


L. 


2 
J 
2 
2 


Cre C um T 


3 
A 


immediately 


he consonant 


C2 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign _ kásrah immediately 
followed by a QS yáa?. This sequence indicates that the consonant 


is followed by the long vowel ii. 


wäraa CS 25 dáraa C5 Ja 
dáwaa (5.5 5 wädaa cS j 5 
dáaraa 55315 rádaa EE SID 

ráwaa > 3 2 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign ~ fåt „ah immediately 
followed by an undotted C yáa?. This sequence indicates that the conson- 
anë is followed by the long vowel aa. 

This way of indicating the long vowel aa occurs only at the end of a 
word. It is called ?älif maggüurah. You will have to learn individually 
the words that are written with ?álif maqgfurah instead of with | ^?álif 
(cf. Section 4) as there is no general rule to follow. 


6. Nunation 


» 2 Pd » ) \ r 
rudúudun | 03222 dáarun A'd 
dúwalun J 3 3 wáaridun A J »" 
wurtudun 32 JD wäragun v J 2 

= | = pe ] | - 7 
wiaridun wy! zawáalun J IJ 

^ 

€ i a Ð | + r 
wadäafun 32 dawáamun V 2 3 


All the above words show the sign ~ dasmatéan 'two dammahs' above the last 
consonant. This sign indicates the ending -un. This sign is also written 
as P and » , 


3 |^ 
rüuxin C 22 déahin O ` 
- 
wäafin ond 15 r&afin æ » 
z 
, Jiz iá 
wäalin J 2 wáadin 3'2 
= 
p J - 2 
dámin L J dúwalin 2 A 
# e 
darin 2 ls zawáajin RATE 
All the above words show the sign _ kasratäan 'two kasrahs' below the 
last consonant. This sign indicates the ending -in. 
eae Øk 
wäaridan 23922 dáaran s 3 
Y 2 $ ^ P» 
züuran 22 rudäudan V 23325 
[Ó 22 GG i 
wurüudan 23222 dáuran | J 3 A 


All the above words show the sign * fatuatáan 'two fatwahs' 


above the last 


consonant. This sign indicates the ending -an. The sign ^ fataatäan 
usually occurs with an | ?älif, as in these examples. Note that here the 
letter | ?álif does not indicate the long vowel aa. 


The n of these endings as well as this method of indicating it is called 
Nunation occurs only at the end of 


NUNATION; the Arabic term is tanwíin. 


a word. 


^ a Ld ©. r 
rádan SF 3 wázan S J 9 
z 2 E 
ríwan C» 9 J dáwan C223 


The above words show the sign ^ fatgatáan over a consonant that is immed- 
iately followed by an undotted 5 yáa?. You will have to learn the relatively 
few words that are written this way instead of with an | ?álif, as there 

is no general rule to follow. 


7. sukun 
b di ~ o ^ 
vk C» 2 dírbun 2243 
2 o ? ~ o r 
zúrtu Lo 22 wäznun 20229 
os o ^c = o a“ 
dársun J 225 zäwjun u Í 14 
~ i 
[LN ^ o P 
zártfun 2 däwrun ud D Ð 
o 1 ^) o r 
váy c2 wárdun 32. 


All the above words show the sign ° sukúun above the second consonant. This 
indicates that the consonant has no following vowel. This sign is also called 


jäzmah. 


8. SXáddah 

Rj 2 ow 
ráddada 322 dábbun Co 3 

<] | ^ 2 u 
dáallun 2 wáddun X 2 
záwwaja 525 dálla J 3 

» \= 2 L 
zuwwäarun 2) däbbun oH ,) 
wäzzala æ Ð) 2 rábbun Fá G 


All the above words show the sign ~ Sáddah over the second consonant. This 
sign indicates that the consonant is doubled. The process of doubling a con- 
sonant is called ta¥dfid and this term is also used to refer to the sign. 


9. Non-connectors following another letter 


The letter J láam, when connected to a following letter only, has the 
form J . This letter will be discussed in detail in Section ll. 


1. 1 connected to d 
Pd 
ládaa S J 
^ Pd 
wäladun nr 


2. 1 connected to ð 


T Ci) 
láðaba — J 
3. 1 connected to r 

lirábbin c 
liráumin Col 


he 1 connected to z 
= J 
lázima * D 
^ r 
lizáamun Í 55) 
5. 1 connected to w 
o 
láw y 


láwwaða co» 


ládafa 


wáladat 


láðða 


láðima 


liráafin 


lirízqin 


Juzáumun 


zálzala 


láwuun 


láwnun 


10 


6. 1 connected to ?41if has a special form 


záalaa ØV a 

dúwalan V 3 4 
g 7 

daláalun Jys 


10. Connected letters 


Léa Bv 
léana č EV, 
láazama t J 


Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending on their 
position in a sequence of letters, that is, Whether they stand at the be- 
ginning, in the middle, or at the end of the sequence, or stand alone. 

Many letters, when standing at the end of a sequence or alone, have a var- 


iant with a flourishing final stroke. 


The variant with the flourish is 


often quite different from the other variants of the same letter. 


In the following sections each letter will be taken up separately and the 
variant shapes will be given in the following order. 


1. Connected to the following letter only. 
2. Connected to the preceding and following letters. 
3. Connected to the preceding letter only. 


h. Standing alone. 


ll. The letter UY” sfin is characteristically a series of three upward 
pointed strokes. In handwriting the thred upward strokes are usually 
omitted and the letter is a horizontal straight line. 


l. s- connected to the following letter only 


Ð 2 5, 
sudáudun 4. Qo 
9 
síwaa c5 as 


shara Il 


sárra s 
sáawaa cS 5 LZ 

V= 
rasüulun I 


2. =s- connected to the preceding and following letters 


lisirdajin 


listuqin 


lisäddin 


lisáanun 


lásada 


lásaa 


3. -s connected to the preceding letter only 


dällasa 


h. s standing alone 


lawwáasun 


durúusun 


^ 2 2 
U` 222 


Additional examples. 


lássa 


dássasa 


säadisun 


dársun 


12 


12. The letter U” fin has the same basic form as the letter U” sfin, 
but with the addition of three dots above it. In handwriting the dots are 
usually connected, forming a small tent-like mark. 


1. & connected to the following letter only 


e Leod 


Sáddat Ir 
^ a” 

Särtun p" s— 

$4wqun O2— 


2. -3- connected to the preceding and fdllowing letters 


lišáariş in d 2 EON 
2 9. 7 
143wan |, 


3. -3 connected to the preceding letter only 


h. B standing alone 


B hos 

wäraSa VJ +2 
a r 

riðáalun oe Ley 


Additional examples. 


Zharaka C335 Lon 
^ 
v 4 
Sárafun C3 — 
Sárqin Y BD 
^ 9 ^ 
liBAwgin Qu 
liBárafin — = 


láðða oJ 


“A 

rásSSa OQ a 
láaða uo Að 
12 LEE 
(a J Ð ær 
R + v 9 > 
ST 3 r J) 

2 

> \- á a 5 
C x= “> 9 


13. The letter Ó k&af is characteristically a vertical stroke with a 


slanting line connecting to the top from the right. 


1. k- connected to the following letter only 


| - 2 
káðaa à ðákara 
P: > 
9 P " 
wákadat Js káwnun 


2. -k- connected to the preceding and following letters 


s» 
2 


suktutin Sükran 


o 
lákaða i sukúunun 
Säkara sn sükkarun 


3. -k comnected to the preceding letter only 


sfkakım ax Hákka 
wáðkun aha 5 láka 

h. k standing alone 

dáraka SITE itd 
Bárraka 2 = ðáaka 


s 
25 


r 


Pd 


m 


o 


nn 


5. káaf plus ?41if has a special form 


rukkéabun WS aa ok 
^s ^» x 
Bákkan 2 sukk4anun S 


Additional examples. 


Pd 
RW e Ed ut ot e 
C3 C 3 Cd 
3 o” 
7 ø 
T "d rae > o 
ck cob 9 
* 


z or r 7 = 
o> s 25 


14. The letter J láam is characteristically a vertical stroke. It differs 
from | ?álif chiefly by connecting to a following letter. 


1. 1- connected to the following letter only 


Pa 


oe o 
láðða Ë láw > 
oe Se 
lámin U : lázima Y ð 
+ r: 
-—^ Ld S P 
líama r y wäladan V5 
2. -1- connected to the preceding and following letters 
sulüukun SJ sílkun ZU 
sálisa yt ráasalaa A. VJ 
Ð - 1A r = 
síláaHun Č M sálaka NES ü hae 


3. -1 connected to the preceding letter only 
Pd - - o - 
ráasala à » sál os 
r 


rúsulin J sálla 


^ 


h. 1 standing alone 


rastulun Ux > dálla 9 5 
dúwalin J 34 záala J P 


Di a 
sáun Ý m Y 
Báakilun YS kaam rb 
kålada 4 Hí 


Additional examples. 


^ Pd ^^ 
^ m P oo 
$433 V2? 414 
g <A 
> 7 
= 
A 


15. The letter p míim is characteristically a small circle, often merely 
a dot or a downward break in the line. 


1. m connected to the following letter only 


a o^ 2 or 
márkazun x máwridun 222* 


16 


oe 
maðrúufun a 2j—— 
o 75 
märrat — 27^ 


2. -m- connected to the preceding and following letters 


Bimáalan Die 
7 

kamáa 2 
ðo 

Bánsun S Jð 


máadin 
maráakizu 


máa 


mamáaliku 


sämman 


3. -m connected to the preceding letter only 


: : 
» og 
máwsimun ve 


räsmin 12 2 


h. m standing alone 


Ð > ^ 
marsuumun U HA os 


Additional examples. 


stn 


sállama 


saláamun 


17 


16. The letter t báa? is characteristically an upward tooth-like stroke 
with one dot below it. 


1. b- connected to the following letter only 


P4 
A P 
báððarat un I bfkum = 
A - E 
baláaffun æ AM barlamáani io 25 
3 P 
À or Per 
bádwun 223 biläadun mv 


2, -b- connected to the preceding and following letters 


- 2 


- „er 
lábisa ið kúbraa SÐ 


^ ave 
kibáarun 2 súbulin 4 
A 
i" ^^ ^ > 
säbban 222 mubáaðirun s 2 


3. -b connected to the preceding letter only 


márkabun c2 säbabin — 
> 
9 Æ 
sälbin — —— rákiba J A 
T od - 
le b standing alone 
^ ^ p o 7 
báabun =~ L dárbun — ZJ A 
Ps 
^ 4 "p 
Æ A -— P 
S4riba m káððaba — 
Additional examples. 
"m isn Se 
Curiae ries olx 5 L 


18 


17. The letter cs yáa? is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with two 
dots below it. In handwriting the two dots are usually connected, forming 


a short horizontal stroke. 


1. y- connected to the following letter only 


~ ^ 
Badíidun d- a yawmun 
oe 
yaküunu 272 yadáuru 
. = 2 1 ø? 
yusallimüuna Vx a barfidun 
3 2 » ” 
yasüuduhu o ð yazfidu 


2. -y- connected to the preceding and following letters 


Ð 
säyyidun ALI yawmfyyan 
miiläadun 3 Mu láysa 

17 o 
maydáanun U dn kabfirun 


3. =y connected to the preceding letter only 


káy cs 4 rasın{yyun 

malakfyyun ATE yérmii 

naaltyyin CSV.  siyaasiyyın 
? 

h. y standing alone 

markazfyyin SHH baladfyyun 


baSaríyyun TF 


Additional examples. 


^M. » W. 
UV Æ > 22 
p Pd 
gens C9 S 
2 7*5 "-— 
` 9 5» 7.7 2 A 
es, C as PIE 
d 
18. The letter Ü náun is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with 
one dot above it. 
l. n- eomected to the following letter only 
P Å o “= 
néadin > L náðarat e p a 
gs ~ 123 
názala ~ nuwwáabun C i 
l4 AV 
nawäagin C náala J 
z es m 
naBáatun 2h Lo näzafa æ r» 
2. -n- connected to the preceding and following letters 
^ u o2 » 0^7 
` s 2 A * 
yanzilüua Q ws yanduru ØV aan 
ı 7 »2'7- 
ménzilin ser banáahu 9 C3 
2 Tc» ^ 20. 
munáasibun oes mandüubun Cd I u 
3. -n connected to the preceding letter only 
^ 13 . 
yünkinu pur" mín (EV gs 
"EC "0 e 
Sákana o báyna UH 


"e 
lán kjá mákkana Qi 


20 


4. n standing alone 


müduni Q 12 

^ » 
bayáanun St 
miizáanin o xe 


yakGunu 


mak4anun 


sinúuna 


5. The sequence written as nb is often pronounced as mb, as follows: 


minbarun 


yanbusu or 


d4nbun or 


Additional examples. 


mimbarun 


yánbusu 


dämbun 


19. The letter L tía? is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with two 
dots above it. In handwriting the two dots are usually connected, forming 


a short horizontal stroke. 


1. t- connected to the following letter only 


^ ow 
tadbfirm — Pw 
a= 
tama U 
P á 
2 9 S 
tadkuru À 


taláwnaa 


tamáaman 


tílka 


2. -t- connected to the preceding and following letters 


- 
q^ 
> ^o 7 
^". €^ 


ERE 


yatímm S 


yatluu 


mätaa 


taStáriku 


tamtáddu A x3 
. 471 0 7 
dawlatáani W535 
> or 
s 3 hr” 
tétruku c» 
- 2 
awe 

tutámminmu 


3, =t connected to the preceding letter only 


támmat 

o- p 
káanat eb 
2 H 
lástu að 
r 

h. t standing alone 

Ð |” 

sayyaaráatun < ee 
2 nd 
märrat CT 7 
o 2 ud 
záadat Cd A ' JZ 
kalimáatin uch 


o 7 - 

néalat cu 

B ges od 

dürisat uen À 

o -— 

tárakat 275 

> 

2» 0 A 

kúntu SA 

m. 

öfkirat CÀ 2Z 2 

3 "m 

zártu — 

P-] - 2 

sayyidäatun — A— 
— 

e 2^ 

wáddat [E 


22 


Additional examples. 
r 


o “r? o = 2 47 
c» c j 3 
r 
T ert vm ^ 
osi S E 
hd e I orr o epos 


Cu cs) Qoa Sat UN 


20. The letter (> 04a? is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with three 
dots above it. In handwriting the three dots are usually connected, forming 
a tent-like mark. 


l. ©- connected to the following letter only 


a » . 17 
O&aminun ob Ofanin yb 

AA, ae 
Oámanm ur Omma = 
egbbata c5 Buwwsarin VREV 


2. -0- connected to the preceding and following letters 


- "^^ 
miioÁaqun oO Ua míolun J 7 
^ er 
- » ae 
" A os ^ 
tamsfilun Qe kaßfirun I 
2 o, ` ^? 
yüObitu ca mumáo00ilin + 
> $ 


3. -8 connected to the preceding letter only 


Fe HA 
mäkada — bs b409a u 


» *» pt) ^ 
6610un cs Əáaliðun Jb 


` v 
lLáwwaða CL 
wsariein sy \5 

2 - 


IÍ» > 
+ 


23 


7 ^ 
wärida Jr 
àA - 
yáriðu Cx 
ð V aA Cr 
` Lo 
o = - Pd > AM m 
ww Un ` A A 


21. The letter O háa? does not have any one characteristic form. 


l. h- connected to the following letter only 


biláaduhaa Ló Øv r 


háammin V Ló 
ðahábtu euro 


hiya o 
húnaa Kó 


hunáaka 


2. -h- connected to the preceding and following letters 


láhaa bð 


Au ^ 
yahfımı Ne; 
= 
R c 
maðhúuran +3 
A 


Láhum m 


m gue 
Sánrun IV 
ar - 
tamhiidfyyun CS 5 
“a nw 
óð a Ld d 


tahtámmu R 
bíhaa Æ 


2h 


3. -h connected to the preceding letter only 


E e P 
` ZA, 
naðaráthu wa 
ee 
sallamáthu VA c. 
> 9 

mínhu a 
a“ 

k. h standing alone 
aj\ic 
banáahu o X 
2 2 5 Pp 
yastuduhu oJ 


Additional examples. 


^ 7 
o 
ve ut 
M 2 
| A 
-— 
^ 
AL 
= a 


22. t&a? marbúutah 


siyáasatan a Bee 
2e 
Bárikatun 2) 
B 
kálimatin ab 
4 r 
- ^ a 
náSratun o 7—— 
wizáaratin o > ‚3 
z ^ 


láhu 


málikuhu 


yáSbahu 


murüurihi 


dáwlatun 


biziyäaratin 


múddatan 


sayyáaratun 


tanhiidfyyatan 


sA o 7 
a) 54 
o P 
= m 
w 
o2 


25 


~a 
- 2 


^ `À = 
DÍp« madfinatun ALa do 
“7 


ort 


maðhúuratun 


All the above words end in the composite letter O tha? marbüutah, which is 
composed of the letter o háa? plus the two dots of the letter «Zu t&a?. 
This composite letter represents the phoneme t. The tía? marbüutsh occurs 
only at the end of a word. Note that the sign 7 fatmsatáan is placed im 
mediately above the 6 táa? marbüutah, with no accompanying ?álif (cf.Section 6). 


Additional examples. 


A 
^ - ^ 54 1 
a r > zw, or 
Aa 9 
c " mos 
5 - V pr 
ð Pd 
- 77 2 w Pd w - 
w `“ m 
1 Vi 


23. hámzah with ?álif 


The sign 5 'hámzah represents the phoneme ?. It is characteristically a 
small hook-like figure and often appears together with an accompanying 

| ?&1if, as in the following examples. Note that in such cases the | ?álif 
merely serves as a support for the 5  hámzah and does not indicate the 
long vowel aa. The writing of hämzah is taken up in detail in Section 36. 


1. hámzah at the beginning of a word 


^ \- 2 o 4 
?iðráafun 3, \ ?än ol 
Pd 

?f1aa cs! J ?ämsi un | 
vag 4^ 

"n. J zs 

?umturun x | ?áwwali Z 3 | 

MN. 5 et bs * 

2ustáaðun sv) radéata eal 

^ 3 4 

^&mamin U | ^Ínna OQ l 

. : > 
pe Ý 5 " 

æ > o 2 ] 2 o | 

2usbúuTun s | ?isláamun | À 3 


26 


All the above words show the sign 5 hámzah with an accompanying | ^&lif. 
Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) at the beginning of a word 
and (2) is immediately followed by a short vowel. Note that the sign 5 
hämzah is above the | ?4lif if the following vowel is a or u, and below 
it if the following vowel is i. 


2. hámzah in the middle of a word 


5 € mw r 
2 = 

tás?alu J Nem rá?yun CS Ø 
F $ r >, S - 
mas^álatun a) Le. Bá?nun U La 
o A ye z S - 

báda?at & | 23 rá?san M ly 
»°? s = ` s- 

sa?4ltu (3 ee ta?mfinun UN L 

Fe 73 
^ < o tð 

ta?ákkada AUE ta?kíidun iJ B 


All the above words show the sign 5 hámzah over an | ?&lif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is either 
preceded or followed by short a — but not by i or u. 


Additional examples. 


” ^ p 
23 S A o ji oT 
S J! — 1455 | colto 
w 
7a » T " 24 
| Vai Lak 
z 5 tet 
fir 5 psi - E 
SE I cS |, | 
Æ À 


2h. The letter -3 fáa? is characteristically a small loop with a single 
dot above ít. 


1. f- connected to the following letter only 


o i 
ffihaa Vð fáazat sls 


wáfdin 
faarisíyyun 
fallásrun 


2 . -f- 


náfsihi 


2a1fáaðun 


o P 


- 
A 


- lí] 


sáafara 


fárrafa 


connected to the preceding and following letters 


yafüuzu 


saffirun 


tafáahumin 


3. -f connected to the preceding letter only 


tata?4llafa 


säalifun 


ta?lfifin 


hk. f standing alone 


sáwfa 


?áSrafa 


Additional examples. 


>, 


es 


—-„ 


lifun 


kállafa 


?iltáffa 
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25. The letter (9 qáaf is basically a small loop like Ws f4a? but with 
two dots above it. 


1. q- connected to the following letter only 


e S - = 

qád 23 qáama r 
qáddama 23 qaráaran 1⁄4 1⁄5 
- as A 2 
240“ ea 
qábla > qúwwatun o 53 
^ ^ e ze 

4373 LE 

fírqatun Bárqan 75 


2. -q- connected to the preceding and following letters 


i i s o c eme 
^álqaa cse | tagáddamat C RJ 
> o 
o 2 “` pr M o 
taqríiruhum Dy ?istiqláalun er ! 
. 7 = 
0, 
s 
| 


magaaláatihi e Y P ?alqáwlu Jsa 


3. =q connected to the preceding letter only 


nee lc 
sábaqa > wáafaqa (9^ M 
A. A d 
?anfiqun (© mø \ sáabiqun i bare 
Ed -— 
tafríiqin F Yittäfaga (9-22 ! 
h. q standing alone 
or á o r au 
maw@tuqun Os ?ittifáaqun Q GS | 
2. E N 
yufárriqu E ore 'sáaqa (9 Lz 
Pd 
n |- o r A 
?aswáaqun © 5— | nifáaqun O Vað 
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Additional examples 


o 7 
A os g Pg - 7 » o 
Oe | e C25 3 J 
- r a 
ALa ea” ^ nor Pg 
- - z 
a - ø o 
r ^ ^ = so 
v^ o w 
Am AJ kl CA 5 
- - = E d 


26. The letter C jíim is characteristically a wedge-shaped letter with one 
dot below it. Note that a preceding letter connects to it from above and to 
the right. 


1. j- connected to the following letter only 


^ 


- - ^» 
jadfidatun ou ua jibáalun Qa 
CS 44 K 
járaa 22^ jíddan XA 
= 
= ` “= 2 r - 5 - 
jalsätuhaa Frið wa?ajáabahu a5 la! 3 
o ^ 
27 s Z o Wae w A 
?istä?jara o (i \ jawwíyyun CS »-4 
A -— 
2. -j- connected to the preceding and following letters 
2 R < ` ^ a 
tattájihu As“ natfijatin as 
^ icd A xa 
e €". 0 
fayajlisúuna O gl >. lájnatun a y 
x 3 t 5 3 ^ 1 "n 
?aljálsatu à - 3 | ?almäjlisu A | 
3. -j connected to the preceding letter only 
= 
aris S - . 
barnáamaju Æ bos nasíijin nr 
- E d 


2 
tatwfijin ab. i yúntiju CH 
z 
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`o 
múntajin é 
Í a 
h. j standing alone 
Pd ETE 
watazäwwaja CE ZP 23 
A P 
yanfáriju : PÐ 
Additional examples. 
^ 
SE 
ie A 
o 22 7 


Ved 
Pes o9 
tadríijun S 2 23 
Pd 
J 
= - 2” 
* v 
tadárrujun A D5 
> oUF, 
manstujin = ui 
a 
> LJ 
o^ 7 
^ s AV ps - P 
S | ea la J A 
aJ 
^ om -o 
> A w. j 
s 
-— 


27. The letter C náa? is exactly like C  jíim but has no dots. 


l. H- connected to the following letter only 


9 
sizbihi eo A 
r y 
Hattaa cS 
námalat Ce dee 
o > = = o - 
safl&tuhum | v 


^ e et 
särbun 4 

a2 Cad 
Hadíiðun u LA 


Re 
*igtiraasäatun la 7 


2. -B- connected to the preceding and following letters 


tagüdduhu o 
° Pd 
a7) 5 
?algurúubu D= | 
=, 2 
tuntbbu us 


P ^ 
^ ur > 
guük&umatun az 
2 P 
SÐ Í 
?alHárakatu | 
e. 2 -7 æ 
wab&nadat Cocos 9 
V ou 
> o” 5 
^?^albásru | 
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3. -H connected to the preceding letter only 


x 
P alk SN 
täsmamı č 


mänana 


Bon 
tasállumin ( 3 
s 


h. H standing alone 


?igtärasa . 2S ) 
rúugin d >, 


Additional examples. 


mura3Samın 2 > 

^iftátaua c. 
ex 
€ 


ráššana 


» >» o 
maftüumın C E^ m 
siláanun C À 


?iftitáamun E sl 


nz > - 
F x 
ud 

> r p - PE 
Ð = > ^ |^ 2 
cob ss C Um 
l 


28. The letter C xfa? is exactly like Z jíim but with one dot above it. 


l. x- connected to the following letter only 


^al?axbáaru aE >ii 
9 --7 

?áxaðat C JA | 
TT 2.17 

naaxibúuna J FÆ 
^. 2 - 

xaarijfyyatun V ld 


xábarun i 
xiláafen A uda 
í 4 
?axfiran J | 
xärajaa la 54 
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2. =x- connected to the preceding and following letters 


bixáyrin AM sayáxruju 
w^ 
o us = 
7ittáxaðat c l *intäxaba 
A 
e 
LAM 
muxtálifatun aahi ?alxÁassu 


3. -x connected to the preceding letter only 


^ 
taaríixun Ë 3 Säyxun 
zen 
Sámaxa é tarsíixin 
yársuxu c E. máslaxun 
h. x standing alone 
Cs 
Suyóuxun i ?árraxa 
ð 
Sod 
?äxun | rustuxin 


Additional examples. 


| 

3 

— 
MeL d molut 1 
Cas DEE ae 
-— - 


2 A 
ra?4ahu o » ?aa0áarun 


wl 


Vá 


> — p 0 s .— © 3 
^alqur?áanu U 2 | ?al?áana p | 
ta?áamara u ^áatin 9 l 
báda?aa | ?al?äaxarı D MI 

i - NON Ð - — 
^áaxaóa JÀ | ?aaláafun c —3 4 | 


All the above words show the sign ^ máddah over an | ?álif. This com- 
posite letter indicates the sequence ? followed by the long vowel aa. This 
method of indicating the sequence aa is used when the phoneme ? is (1) at 
the beginning of a word or (2) is within a word and preceded by a consonant 
or by the vowel a. 


Additional examples. 


ZT Aa > ger 
m 

gg pt — ði 

Fl SIUE AR 
V? — ^^ zn - 


30. The letter æ fáyn is characteristically a small flattened loop. 


1. $- connected to the following letter only 


9 - æ zy ” -— 

dáfat Cal A Säadatan O A Le 

7 Ü or 

fínda 22— mawf idan À. 9-5 
m 

9 v á ø ^ SS 

fáqadat m JA Särabun — = 

A 


Er ~ 
fálaa ske 21%1äanun Ü 


3h 


2, -f- connected to the preceding and following letters 


2 293 

?a]$ arabíyyu sæ | 
7 » 

tafäawınan : als 
on 9 — 

samí?tum NN 

ro” 

bAfda Ja, 


yat rifduna 


Sátbun 


taffišu 


sayafúudu 


3. =ç connected to the preceding letter only 


— æ os 
. 


manafa Č 
2 
P 
yuðíifu Č 22 
tajtämifu 


h. § standing alone 

~ o 

%ijtimáaçin Č la 
p 


öiräafun 
> 
EN: - 
satuðáaşçu okum 
Additional examples. 
HAH Æ 
27 
^ 
ple 
+ LO 
lu > 
am? 


jamfifun 
wáqata 


mát a 


?adaafa 
84arifun 


näwfin 


V= 
aje Á 


^ 
- 
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31. The letter € 8äyn is exactly like C Sáyn but with one dot above it. 
l. Ë connected to the following letter only 


C. ^ 5? 

Zádan | £ Báyruhaa ld Y< 

4 r 3 % r 

%ağáaða Sk | Báayatan 95 le 

í o i 147? 3 

Bärban L ?afnáamun v lei 
2. -fÉ- connected to the preceding and following letters 

E. 27.293 

lüßatun ao) ?alfúrfatu V | 

að 2 or ` z 9. 

* 2 ^ 
maglüutun By yastágilu ^ - 
A a2» Nr 1 ^ 


3. -8# connected to the preceding letter only 


^ orf 
mabáaliğu eu ?almáblafu = l 
" ox X ope 
tefrfifun (CU tablfifin == 
^ 
h. E standing alone 
f ie en 
e - 2 
fárafa Cð bulüufun C = 
- ae 9 5 
säafa æ L. yúfriðu E ^ 
Additional u. » e F 
BT re 5 |“: 
“7 9 * p ET o “7, 
we a) CL 
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32. The letter > táa? is characteristically an egg-shaped loop with a 


vertical stroke above it. 


1. t- connected to the following letter only 


- 


æ [- 
wátanun u. 2 
tabiivfyyan Ue d 
^15 
?atáaqga (9 Ið | 


2. -t- connected to the preceding and 


49 
sültatun Z 
Ld - 
os 
28 taa sei | 
> í 9 Pd 
yagtafuhaa - 


tarfiquhu 


?átlaga 


tayyaaráatun 
following letters 
tatáwwuran 
matáarun 


marättatun 


3. -t connected to the preceding letter only 


o o r 


fágat 233 
2 2 9 z 

?alwásatu bJ | 
> 

mus fitun as 


h. t standing alone 


Er 
liðártin z > 
á = 

^2 - 9 3 

?affláatun do Ma | 


náftun 
xáttun 


?al?äwsatu 


^inmitáatun 


xutüutun 


?anäata 


^ 2 - 
BP e 
A 
^ - 
-A 


p 
MAX - iae 
da A 
247.3 344 


M 
o 


: 


\ 
k 


t 
„`Ë 
rk 


N 
“` 


Additional examples. 


5 e 2 oy ae L1 
J 2 "^ u 
ser lb, 43 LL 
? a o ^ 2 3 + ; a? i 
m - Bog 


33. The letter JS ðáa” is exactly like p^ táa? but with one dot above it. 


1. & connected to the following letter only 


P d 

5 fos 
^, 5 ' 4 
53 Sahara v an 


2 $ = f e^ - ' 
manáaðiru Le k ðaahíratun oÐ LE 
-— 


durüufun 


ws 


Lx 
o w < A v Ü? 
öällat ib muwaßdafüuna Ø að 


2. -3- connected to the preceding and following letters 
- [-] = 9 
^ `, ú o "^, 
niðáamun ples ?intädarat ml on l 
2 ; 
' = > 


- 


o - ^ 
RÁafaBat wb 3 la munaððámatun ðb 
C 


m 


4 + 
maQáahiru 2-9 PT f adfiman 
3. =Q connected to the preceding letter only 


Ra | - 
Yintäfada bA \ léanada LA V 


5 


Pad 
? n Å 
yınäafidu P" 2 ğalíiğun -Sd 
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lh. § standing alone 

nuðbuðin La 2ámtifáaðun % lard 
2alfáaðun Br nalféudun psu 


Additional examples. 


^ [e ^ o = = 
` * 
` t LI 
^ e MS 
^ Er 
2 * 05 a - - 


SÆÐ D v 2 ^ 


3h. The letter U? géad is characteristi¢ally a small egg-shaped loop 
with a small tooth-like mark following the loop. 


l. g- connected to the following letter only 


2 os 2 E 
?alfaasimatu ae Led | gaadiráatun c 5 2 Lo 
BØ 43 p 
särrana Cre garlimun W 
o. r 
wásalat ða la?ásbana dm A 
2. -8- connected to the preceding and following letters 
v - ° g o < 
"Agtigaadiyyn == CS aLe | tagríiman Zt 
d -— 
35 ar te 
magdanifu E Læ rittdsala E 
Ë — 
- 


3 d 3 ad = o 
%alçásru Ie | másdarun ne, 


3. -9 connected to the preceding letter only 


g 
* ET, T 
xássaga J inca 
^ - 


afsasun S ous 


l. s standing alone 


var > 
?^aÉxáasun o? (< | 

^ > 3 
xustugun quete 


Additional examples. 


v? Lea | 


o -— 
Báxgin Je 
A 
yagüusu O72 m 
` AÐ L Ø 
~ o 
Hirsun re 
of 
^ z» 2 2 
woe dr 
o - 
- ^ m. 3 w 4? 
Cove J) 2242 
2.52? yc d A 2 
as” 3 4t 


35. The letter U dáad is exactly like Ú saad but with one dot above it. 


1. d- connected to the following letter only 
~ ~ o^ 
= DP ` ` os 
nawdéuTun C >= 2almáad1i es"? la I 
- 4 3 C LM 
wüdifa C5 mf aarádatun y læ 
2. -d- connected to the preceding and following letters 
s 5 E MAE 
?Éydan Læ | qadfyyatun Vt 
MES LY 
H ádarahaa Lo SJ 2A sá dwun 979. 
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- > o 
m". ok E a 


mädaa t Hadrátukum 29065 


3. -d connected to the preceding letter only 


- os ~ * P 
bát dun wer Sarfidun oe 
= 
Pd 
m] Ø d a. . - 


ues Hadfidun VE 


Hádda 


h. d standing alone 


?aräadin (Jo Já { ?ärdun U? y | 

ui ~, 32 ^ = ^». ow 

tafärrudun Qe ne mäfridun Qo ae 
Additional examples. 

^ < E ^ - 

o AS ? 3 d yar Ad 

pem za | es 

^. " PON rode Ed 

Læ x” VZ | Sl 

P 


36. hämzah 


This section takes up in detail the discussion of the sign $ hämzah that 
was begun in Section 23. The sign s hämzah, which represents the phoneme 
?, may occur alone or together with one of three other letters. How it is 
written in any given word depends upon (1) where the phoneme ? comes in the 


word and (2) what vowel or vowels precede and/or follow it. E > 
= o 

The letter with which the sign s hämzah occurs is called the STH 

kúrsiyy 'seat' of the hámzah. There are three such seats, as follows: 


l. An undotted CS y4a? 
2. A 2 wáaw 
3. An | ?álif 


A fourth way is hámzah alone without a seat. 


li 


These four ways of writing the sign $  hámzah are taken up in the following 
sections (36.1-5). Note that the letters used as seats have no sound value. 


36.1 hAmzah with yáa? 
1. ^? in the middle of a word 


Cry 

laaji?úuna Q 27-922 
^ 

a v» 

yuhaddi ?úuna Ur: 


2$ ins 
natáa?iju e L 


" Agi: 
naa?ibun - 
^ 
^ «X. 
qáa?imun U l3 
o 7 P 
- Às 
süu?1lat al I 


Pd 


sü^inat 


sü?ilat 


bf?run 


jí?^tu 


ra?fisun 


ri^áasatan 


Pd 


All the above words show the sign 5 hámzah above an undotted C yáa?, 


Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the 


and (2) is preceded or followed by the vowel i. 


2. ? at the end of a word 
2 


3 ^x 
Sawäati?u és 15 
~ » 
5 
1áaji?un cS? 


P 


és sl 
6 r 


háadi?in 


hádi?a 
xati?a 


yúbti?u 


middle of a word 


All the above words show the sign 5 hámzah above an undotted CS yáa?, 
Note that in these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the 
word and (2) is preceded by the short vowel i. 
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36.2 hämzah with wáaw 


1. ? in the middle of a word 


"0 
pe - s 5 V 3 Ø | 
` $ 
mu?állifun ad >” mu?tämarun > 27 
Ia S? md $9 © 
yu?&66iru 7? n mas?úulun J 33” 
~ 3? = 3 x 
yu?áddii C5 2252 Bu?úunun 03 5— 
2.2 
P VV , -3 
su?äalun > ba?usa Ur 
» PAP a » 
14 fi ` ` s Ø o Pd 
tafaa?ulan 223 las yahda?úuna VIS 44 


All the above words show the sign 5 hämzah above a 9 wdaw. Note that 
in these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is 
preceded or followed by the vowel u -- but not by the vowel i. 


2. ? at the end of a word 


5 xe 3 Á a 
yajru?u I. bätu?a R 
5 3 ^ s a7 
járu?a 29 máru?a IY 


All the above words show the sign  hámzah above a 9 wäaw. Note that 
in these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and 
(2) is preceded by short u. 


' 36.3 hámzah with ?álif 


1. ? at the beginning of a word 


o Ú á M e o $ 

76jjilat cL | "ádnaa >| 
7 

. «57 * W d Us 

?üxraa 49 ?ajäaba C3 \ 


Pistäurada 22 sel úulaa 3» 
> 
Cad - E i 
Ð 
?iieáarun 2 | ?üujida 245 | 
- 3, » 
»-T"0 
a »P ws 
*iijáadun > Us ! ?intéhaa | 
- Pel 


All the above words show the sign f hämzah with an | ?álif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) at the beginning of a word and (2) is 
followed by both long and short vowels except long aa (for which see Section 
29). In such words the sign 5 hämzah is above the | ?älif if the next 
vowel is a or u, and below it if the next vowel is i. 


2. ^? in the middle of a word 


- 2 : - 
>! - ow ^ M 
tás?alu J qará?tum W 
>» -$ E 3 r 
^ A ` 
mas?álatun 4) Les ta’miinun um ls 
- e F ^ 2 P ” » 
ta?állafa TES B5 ya?xudu A L 
o * 9 ~ s uud 
báda?at Eg) au Sá^nun u L^ 
e F ` 4 + 
Pd Cd Æ 
lája?at => ø má?wan Sal 


All the above words show the sign 5 hámzah over an V ?álif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is preceded 
or followed by short a (for long aa see Section 29) — but not by the 
vowels i or u. 


3. ? at the end of a word 


is 
25 y "ds 
9 
?ábta^a Los | báda?a EU 
4 2 ' 
52r eel 
ið TA 
lája?a 3 nábda?u poe 
^ 
f á r 7 a ^ o 
mála^a ?ibtáda?a | Aa 


hh 
2 
1 r r A 
9 
yähda?u 72 yéqra?u | E gr 


All the above words show the sign 5 hämzah above an | ?4lif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and (2) is 
preceded by short a. 


36.4 hámzah standing alone 


1. ? in the middle of a word 


771 < ^.^ 

taSáa?ama C 5 Sáa?ala J skú 
Ar ” r m ^ s 

?isáa?atun o s\— | láa?ama Í s 3 

Pd 
o 
Led Len r e f 
jáa?at o's La tasáa?ala J 3 ke 


All the above words show the sign $ hämzah standing alone. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is pre- 
ceded by long aa and followed by short a. 


2. ? at the end of a word 


E r » p” 2 
batíi?un cS y wuzaráa?u 522259 
9a 
A or * ue m 
bád?un 535. masáa?an 5 
$^ L4 Zn Pd r 
šáy?un ee jáa?a xr 
^ 2 2 Q 
hudúu?un 52 xb ^ijráa?in ü 4 A | 
7 5 


All the above words show the sign 5 hámzah standing alone. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ? is (1) the last consonant in the word and (2) is 
preceded by a long vowel or by a consonant. The sign ^ fatmatáan is 
usually written above such a s  hámzah, as in tbe second example in the 
right-hand column, but may also be accompanied by an | ?álif as described 
in Section 6. 
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36.5 Variant writings of hänzah 


7 ^ ^ > 
Bay?an ker a 22 
3 ð 
Ð 3 Pd wow Pd 
, “ 9 so 
háy^atun ola or ai 4) 
^ s 2 „ 3 2 
rü?iya CS IJ or CS? 7 
m p h 
r 
5 evt 
"^ 
mí^atun oL or a^, 
r r 
~ ^ 
d » tá \- è w $ |> 
?ijraa?íyyun Ss * zl or s 7 \ 
rt Bde 
p 2 La a> 3 Me 
tafáa?ulun J 5 las or Jó 


The above words show certain variants in the writing of the sign $ hámzah. 
The representation of the phoneme ? is complicated by historical considera- 
tions and not all dictionaries and texts show complete consistency. The 
variants usually occur when the phoneme ? is the last consonant in the word 
or comes before certain endings. In your reading you may expect to find 
variations that do not precisely agree with the system as set forth here, 


Additional examples of the writing of the sign s hámzah. 


° 
LP" ^», P 
^» 2 |á “3 
a 25 o7 
yes 2 |Í ts 
> 
022 a V 2, = 
A5 ^ 25 Bur os a 
5 45 a cl 
ø > > e 
LI 3 - D > «t 
2 34— 5» -9 | 
X4 Ru PE qr "RM 
sled | 5221 on iu 
,»1%7 7 sí 24S 4 
sl 505 | 3 1 
- » ad 
MEF ZA ices 
s J> 9 » Zu 
A ^ 
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37. A special way of indicating long aa 


liðáalika V J háaðaa Xd) 
= 1 > `V 
kaðáalika cia) háabihi o rá) 

r A ^ 
or IE 
laakinna TS haa?ulía?i sy sÍ 
» > o Hi M. Zi 

?alläahu aJ] háakaðaa 

i "TEN 
11114ahi aU ðáalika = JD 


All the above words show an | ^álif, indicating the long vowel aa, placed 
above a consonant, instead of following it (cf. Section h.). There are 
only & few words written in this way; these are the most common. 


Note that there is no special letter in the Arabic alphabet to indieate 
the phoneme ] (the next to the last example in the left-hand column). 


38. Pause forms 


If you have been working through this material with an educated navive 
speaker of Arabic, you have probably noticed that he does not always 
pronounce the same word in the same way. Such modifications in pron- 
unciation typically involve the omission of final short vowels and nun- 
ation (cf. Section 6.). We call a form of a word modified in this way 

& PAUSE FORM. . 


A pause form is characteristically shorter than the FULL FORM of the 

same Word, Pause forms occur typically at the end of a sentence, and 

in the pronunciation of single words in isolation, especially if such 
words commonly stand at the end of sentences. Within sentences pause 
forms may occur at the end of a phrase. Where pause forms are used 
Within a sentence, and how often they occur, varies with different speak- 
ers and apparently depends upon the style of reading. This means that 
the same speaker will often read the same passage differently on differ- 
ent occasions. 


The following examples will illustrate the modifications that occur to 
produce pause forms. Note especially that Arabic words are always written 
in their full form; the pause forms must be supplied by the reader. 


1. Words ending in táa? marbúutah 


PAUSE FORM FULL FORM 
a2 ” r 
jadfidah jadíidatun Ó X AA 
jadfidah jadfidatin o d. XA 
r Lj - . 
* r r 
jadíidah jadfidatan 63.404 
Be AT 
?aljadfidah raljadtidatu à à a3 
r " z 
?aljadíidah ?aljadíidati o as l 
di r 
o 
?aliadfidah ?aljadíidata o2 M 
^. » < 
qáadimah qaadímatun UW 3 
qáadimah qaadímatin az 3 
7 r 
* c 
q&adimah qaadimatan L 3 
2 42% 
?algäadimah ?alqasdímatu as.) LJ | 
n 
“_ Pd 35 
?alqáadimah ?alqaadímati €a Ul 
e 
2% ce 
?alqáadimah ?alqaadímata ð s la)! 


In pause, words ending in táa? marbúutah drop final wowels and nunation 


(cf. Section 6) and the t is replaced by h. This results in all the pause 
forms being alike. Note the change in the position of primary stress in 
the pause forms of the last six examples as compared to the full forms. 


48 


2. Words (except those with táa? marbúutah) ending in a short vowel or nunation 


PAUSE FORM 


jadfid 


jadfid 


jadfidaa or jadfidan 


?aljadíid 


?aljadíid 


?aljadfid 


minh 


bíh 


fíih 


biláaduh 


jíddaa or  jíddan 


ka@iiraa or kaðíiran 


FULL FORM 


jadiidun 


jadíidin 


jadíidan 


?^1jadíidu 


?aljadíidi 


?aljadíida 


mínhu 


bíhi 


fíihi 


biláaduhu 


jíddan 


kaðfiran 


In pause, all final short vowels and the endings -un and -in are dropped. 


The ending -an is either replaced by -aa or remains unchanged. 


The re- 


‘placement by -aa is the Classical form; the unchanged form is more common 


in modern reading. 
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3. Words ending in a long vowel or a consonant 


PAUSE FORM FULL FORM 
biläaduhaa biläaduhaa 12:53 . 
Sane 

?alkübraa ?alkübraa SA 1 
„oF 

2almáadii ^almáadii ldi 
yátluu yátluu gi 
K x, » 

biláaduhum biläaduhum T ML 
> 

? 

bíkum bíkum v 
L 
o -_ 


fáqat fágat PD 
o 
járat járat c 72 


In pause, words ending in a long vowel or a consonant remain unchanged. 


39. Grammatical considerations 


Up to this point we have described the Arabic writing system with a minimum 
of reference to the grammar of Classical Arabic. That is, we have regarded 
the problem as one involving the interpretation of the writing system with- 
out a knowledge of the grammatical status of the words and forms involved. 
However, it is necessary to know some grammatical facts in order to interpret 
certain peculiarities of spelling, and certain modifications of words when 
they come together within sentences. Most of the following sections will 
involve such facts. 


lO. Verb forms with a final ?álif 


— >À 


tárakuu 1,55 ?ajáabuu Ne la 
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o «= — 

käsaw 15, I lája?uu 
| oe,” 

bänaw LØ ?arsaluu 
| or ere 

rámaw T 2 xärajuu 


The above verbs show the endings -uu and -aw meaning 'plural'. 
This | ?álif has 


endings on verbs the writing system shows an | ^álif. 
no Sound value. Additional examplesi 


ll. The prefix for "the" 


Pe 
Vy 3} 


After such 


gaa 


Read the first word in the right-hand column and then the corresponding 


word in the left-hand column. Continue this way down the list. 


?alkütlatu zl kütlatun 
^92 
Plow 3 
?algáwlu Jsa | qáwlun 
pages 
?al?ámru æ J ^ámrun 
R os 
?albayáanu U L \ bayáanun 
2 2 2 1 3 
?alfürsatu o ja) | fúrsatun 
32215 
?alxábaru | xábarun 


me 
?alwárbu quse | gárbun 


ec 
?alhujüum E pe Í hujúumun í sð 


7 7 207 “ri © 
?alğáayatu U kJ] $aayatun V Le 
2 ve ? H > rr 
?alsádadu æl fádadun 2 As 
Z ^ g. H y y^ ^ 4 
?aljaríidatu Oo Be; | jaríidatun o 22 7^ 
= $ ^ oz 
?almájlisu 2 \ m4jlisun as 
2 2, 9 $ ~ ^ 
"n - 7^ \ y Ð) wi - 7 | ; 
?alwizáaratu o) 2 wizäaratun Ow 2 
^ rd 
> 


Q 
?alyówmu pø 


yáwmun TE 


All the words in the left-hand column show the prefix for "the". In 
Classical Arabic this prefix has different forms, depending on the first 
consonant of the word to which it is attached. When the first consonant 
is one of the followings k q ? b f x ua h 21 jmwy , the prefix is l- 
as in the above examples. 


When à word having this prefix occurs in isolation or at the beginning of 
a sentence, the prefix has the form ?al-. This prefix written as a part of 
the word to which it is attached and does not affect the position of 


primary stress. 


Note the combination 2 láam ?álif when the prefix is attached to a word 
beginning with the phoneme ?. The | ?älif here does not indicate the 
long vowel aa. : 


Additional examples. 


Ld 
B es 3 o, ri 3 5 o5 
SÐ | i] $ SK 
. Li 
. ^ a 
P d 2 r SLUT > -— 9, 
$937) | væl lds! I 
Pd ` = 
DAY wet a Se 
: REP ME | 
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h2. Variant forms of the prefix for "the" 


? - Sax: 3 ~ pa A 
?attiláawatu ðJ MJ | tiláawatun o 3 M 
2, = F > r 
?attarfiqu T | tarfigun Cx 74 
z o en s ^» ø 7 
°addarsu G” J | darsun Q 223 
^ 3 Ka F Æ, » 2 
?adduyúufu c 9 | duyüufun _ xx 
A iz 
?aG0áanii Ev Əáanin U 
MERE NOM 
?aððáhabu c9 | ðáhabun Td 3 
A 
w Žž æ 3 
soj, wa oj, 
?aððúhru = | dührun pr 
ES Ee: PEN 
?assäabiqu On ke Sáabiqun e Ls 
Pd 
z ^ > 7 7. ^ >» 
?assufüufu Is | sufüufun Cð ye 
2 - - w s ` - = x 
?aššaháadatu oJ b | Sahaadatun oð y= 
>, < s = o T 
?azzáytu u >|) zaytun u, 
wa r 
?annáadii CS 3 LJ | náadin 2 E 
“ + 
> s g 5 Coad s r 
^arra?Íisu UT? | ra?íisun UTS Ð 
= p - 3 ge ar å 
?allúðatu Axl) | ligatun A a] 


All the words in the left-hand column show a variant form of the prefix for 
"the". When the first consonant of the word is one of the following: t t 
dde88ss 52nril1, the prefixis t- t- dd 6 ð= & s- s- š- z- n- 
r- l- respectively, as in the above examples. That is, the first consonant 
of the word is doubled. 


The Arabic writing system consistently shows the letter J 1áam in the prefix 
for "the", and indicates the variants by showing no ° suküun on the J láam 
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and by placing a “ säddah over the first consonant of the underlying word. 
When a word having a variant of the prefix for "the" occurs in isolation 
or at the beginning of a sentence, the prefix has the form ?at- ?at- ?ad- 
?ad- etc. 


Additional examples. 


= ^ ^ 

5 p 2.5 3 ula cV 

CEST PEST a l 

7 ^ = 

zS) a. HY Æ 
22 o 

^. 


l3. hámszatu lwásl 


All Arabic words that are pronounced in isolation or at the beginning of a 
sentence with an initial ? and a following short vowel fall into one of 
two classes? 


1. Those words that retain the initial ? and the following vowel 
under all conditions. 
2. Those words that drop the initial? and the following vowel 


under certain conditions. 


That 15, many words that in isolation or at the beginning of a sentence 
begin with one of the following sequences: ?i- ?u- ?a- appear under certain 
conditions within sentences without this sequence. 


The ? that is always retained is called in Arabic hámzatu lqátv. The ? that 
is dropped under certain conditions is called hámzatu lwásl. Words showing 
hámzatu lwásl are discussed below. 


l3.1 hámzatu lwásl preceded by words ending in a short vowel 


Group I 


r - 
we 


?alqáwlu Jsa | ?annahráani V o 


5h 


27 0547 > 

Hals áadatu 6 a led! 

i % zes 

?al?aßdanti cs le Ü 

HET 

?almárbu csi 
Group II 


máa bäyna_nnahräyni 
wayümkinu, lgáwlu 

fíi jazíirati, 17 árabi 
qáddama, stiqaalátahu 
máSa, rru?asáa^i 

fäwga lTáadati 

samfftum báfda l^afáanii 


, Qábla lmárbi 


P Pd 
3 
r 

?alfärabu L | 
»3117 

%istiqaalátuhu alan | 

g 7 

Å 2% 

?arru?asáa?^u $ l= 5I 


All the words in Group I begin with hámzatu lwásl. The Arabic writing 
system usually indicates the initial ? in such words by the sign s hámzah. 
Some texts omit the sign s hámzah and indicate only the vowel. 


Group II shows these same words in phrases preceded by words that end in 
a short vowel. Here the phoneme ? and the following vowel drop, and the 
omitted vowel is replaced by the final vowel of the preceding word. Such 
words are joined closely together in pronunciation; we indicate this 'n 
our transcription by a curved line (_) connecting the words involved. The 
Arabic writing system indicates this by the sign ~ wáslah over the | ?Álif. 


Part of the study of Classical Arabic grammar is learning what words and 
forms begin with hámzatu lwásl. The prefix for "the'is one of the most 


common. 
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Additional examples. 


Be APATE 
m ab V r. 
2 ri oo = bs Jat 


39^ » ^» - r 

223) 23 ul NER 

` r 

z tæ 2 =. - 

all] azoli JU tbo 
r 


r o o P A 
b] 


WH BLOD 91 La 


43.2 hámzatu lwásl preceded by the prefix for "the" 


2 PE ~ 3 79 
"alistigléalu J Yaw] ?istigläalun NEN 
Cai - 3 
Ø ] PLE : od 3 ^ ^". = 
^aliqtisáadu VEI Pigtisäadun > | 
v = 
A T n r - o 
?alintidáabu E al *intidáabun e257 52; l 
2 ðu. O a s A» 70u o 
?alistixláasu ZØ M s-— MI ?istixläasun AT | 
- s 
-— 
5 | o“ o0 æ 5 pe or e 
?alistijwáabu l- WS J| ^istijwáabun cS | 
` ` » 3 


All the words in the right-hand column begin with hämzatu_lwäsl. In the 

left-hand column these same words appear with the prefix for "the". This 
prefix has here the form li- (in isolation and at the beginning of a sen- 
tence ?ali-). However, many Arabs read such words as if they began with 

hámzatu lqát?. For example, they would read the first item in the left- 

hand column as ?al?istigláalu instead of ?alistiqläalu. 


43.3 hámzatu lwájl preceded by words ending in a long vowel 


Group I n 
ee a 

nättaa ws” fálaa cse 
I. e r JI 

därasuu SJ 2 ?ílaa cs!! 
a” 
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2 " - = ` 
jalsátuhaa ES 2 häadaa \ hð 
fíi cS? máa i: 
Group II 


sala zziráafti az i; > | s 
^. Ad 2.7 
{la lintixaabéati c L PS | cs! 


pa € r 
mátta ssáaTati arial s“ 
r ow - 
dérasu_lqadfyyata lez) | dme os 
\ 2 3 © a | 2 \ 
s or é 
háaða 1mawdüuTu c 2 >ð | há) 
» 0 Bu æ 
ma_ttaxaðáthu %5 51 & 
£^ 2 op > o 
jalsátuha, l?óulaa ws pa Á 
c o "s on “ c. ` 
fi Bðárgi 17ádnaa cS 5 Ml VI cs? 
^. 1 A 
fi jtimáafin C a | s 


All the words in Group I end in long vowels. Group II shows words that 
begin with hámzatu lwásl preceded by the words of Group I. In such cases 
the long vowel is replaced by the corresponding short vowel. Additional 


examples. 
LOS LL $2 GN Ló 
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43.4 hámzatu lwásl preceded by certain words ending in -aa and -uu 


w 
tl 
a 


xattáa ssíkvati JI Lea 


€. Vay 4 desc e 

waRadaráa 1jálsata ; Is V o J 
w t » Ý U 2 M - 

manduubáa lmuküumati As Ar à Í I 

LM d xg 
- u o? 
mustamiffiu_laadfiei ~ a3) E 

E A "^ 5 e 
manduubüu lsuküumati A | D 2 Da 


The endings -aa 'dual! and -uu 'plural'! (with nouns and adjectives) are 
sometimes pronounced long before a following word beginning with hámzatu, 
lwásl. This occurs chiefly in a very careful reading style; more often 
these long vowels are replaced by the corresponding short ones, as de- 
scribed in Section 13.3. 


l3.5 hámzatu lwágl preceded by words ending in consonants 


Group I 
A F 
?iláykum ps k fán > aa 
ë Au 
hún qád 4.9 
. 33 
min Or bágaðat Å 
> 
| o S - e 1 - 
bánaw 275 báda?at | 
. o. 3 9 r cd . Lond 
manduubäyni or 2 22 samff tum U o- 
Group II 


23 5.924 ML 
fáni lmawdüufi C e | uF 
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r s" m ^» E did æ < 
qádi ntaházna lfúrsata ao ja) | 5 | 2 
2 = pr} - - 
“er o w A - 
bágaðati llájnatu i as U | = ' 
>. ew 3 
` P re 
báda?ati lmafrákatu ad jas | c | f 
Pd 1 1 = >» 2 o - 
samíş tumu lxitáaba es \ m 
n o fon w^ 
b > \o 
?iláykumu l^axbáaru ØL | J| 
Y r 
` s ð = " 2 
hámu llaðfina sáafaruu »>\l- OJI - 
r 
p ^ 2 E A 
míni qtíraamáatin — lá Pð | g7 
^ ø — 292 - 
s ou . 
mina lqur?áani lkaríimi V | U l u 
“ = - ried \ we 
bánawi lmadíinata ec A en 
Wo, = ar 
^ uw L4 á ' 
mín manduubáyi lmuküumati Se ois! | CSP 2 tue VY 
^ 


All the words in Group I end in a consonant. Group II shows these same 
words immediately preceding words that begin with hámzatu, lwásl, Here 
these words add a final vowel, in most cases the vowel i. The word mín 
has two variants: mína before the prefix for "the" and míni elsewhere. 


The treatment of the endings -aw 'plural' and -ay 'dual' (the last two 
examples in Group II) before a following hámzatu lwásl is uncertain. 
According to some grammarians they add a final =i. thus: -awi, -ayi. 
This treatment will be followed here. Additional examples. 


5 AT e 
op esas srl 
Aer » P on 
S os 32533 2423 

Zr, 
gaat ee; Sua icu 
" aer g 


h3.6 hämzatu_lwäsl preceded by words ending in nunation 


Group I 
2 2 - 
Bárban - 5 ?isláagun di a | 
Pd 
7 ^ 2.3 
Simáalan Be) lem mas?älatun a)le- 
s .5 us ‚ur 
?axfiran Il | fan mas?álatin E LS £ 
Group II 
"S 7.0" pa r ne 
?isláanuni, jtimaas fyyun st Le \ d pom 1 
ð = on vs. ii 
mas?álatuni qtisaadíyyatun 22 LA | ke 
=` g > 7 x ^ "S - s = * - 
f án mas?álatini qtisaadiyyatin Glas! VL c 
o 
«711 T 0% 
yanúdduhaa fárbani, lbámru 4 5 | Use Lois 
en z 
A ^ m ZA r 
wašimáalani_ljíibáalu JUs | Meo 
Pa 
2 o Pag e o A f P 3 P 
a r w w -a Wire 
wa?axíirani ntáhati ddáwratu € — 3 253)! c |o 465 


All the words in Group I end in nunation, that is, the endings -un -in -an. 
Group II shows these same words immediately preceding words that begin with 
hámzatu lwásl. Here these words add a final -i. Note that this final -i 
is not indicated in the Arabic writing system. 


43.7 Omission of ?4lif with wáslah 
2 
^ o s? we E 
lil?usbáuf í C x— AU lilmukúmati Ao sist 


` 4 < - e , 
litta?líifi — uy lili jtimáagi € sa “Wy 
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$355 k = J 
lirra?íisi VY ~ u lil ámali d 


- 


When the preposition J li- is added to a word that has the prefix for "the", 
the | ?älif and the sign ~ wäslah of the prefix are omitted. 


4 
bismi_114ahi aJi F= ^f saun F 


^ 


I 


The word pr | ?{smun begins with hámzatu.lwásl. When the preposition 
J bi- is added to this word in the above solemn introductory formula, 

the | ?&lif and the sign ~ wáslah are omitted. This omission occurs 

only in the above formula; elsewhere the Arabic writing system shows the 


composite letter 7 , as in the following examples. 


s g Pd å p 
bísmi rra?íisi u= rl Fb 
2,7 ^ 43 NL. 
bísmi ?afdía?i nnáadii cS sll sles) L 
w Pd 9 L » 


